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Cockerham Parochial Church of England Primary School and Nursery is a mainstream
school catering for pupils between the ages of 4-11 years. The school is committed to
inclusion and aims to provide a high quality education, underpinned by Christian values, for
each and every child within their care. This document is to provide information for
parents/carers who may have questions about the school’s provision for special educational
needs. We welcome feedback and comments, priding ourselves upon open communication
between the school and parents, as partners in their children’s education.

Ofsted June 2023 — ‘Leaders are ambitious for all pupils, including those with special
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Many pupils embody the school value of
‘commitment’ in their approach to learning. They work hard and achieve well during their time
at the school.’

How does the school know if children/young people need extra
help and what should I do if | think my child may have special
educational needs?

The school closely monitors the progress and development of all pupils, from the time of
entry. Class teachers and teaching assistants build up an in-depth knowledge of the
strengths, and areas for development, for each individual child. The school has a tracking
system, overseen by the head teacher, to monitor children’s progress and development. Any
concerns, either raised by staff or parents, would be considered by the school’s Special
Educational Needs and Disability Co-ordinator (SENDCO0), in conjunction with the class and
head teacher. The school also liaises closely with pre- school providers and organises visits,
prior to entry into Reception, where such matters may be shared. Parents are encouraged to
discuss any queries or concerns with the school, as soon as possible. Within each class,
work is differentiated to cater for the range of abilities in the group. If a child is not making
expected progress or is having difficulty accessing learning, then a number of strategies are
used. Classes are supported by an experienced teaching assistant, who may work with the
class teacher to provide group or individual support for pupils. The school can also run a
number of specific intervention strategies, including phonics booster sessions (Y2 Code
breakers Phonics intervention), IDL, and focus groups in KS2 for reading comprehension,
writing and mathematics. The school also has access to specialist advice from outside
agencies, such as speech and language therapists, physiotherapists and occupational
therapists who may be working with individual children as well as special schools in the local
area. We can also buy in specialist support either from Specialist provision, such as
Morecambe Road Specialist School, Stepping Stones Specialist School or from the Local
Authority’s Traded Team, either to carry out assessments or provide regular support for staff
in school. The school also has access to an educational psychologist, for pupils whose
needs are quite considerable, when an application for an Education and Health Care Needs
Assessment (EHCNA) may be made for an assessment as part of the graduated approach.
Following initial assessment, an individual child’s needs may be catered for in the ways
described above. If a child is not making expected progress or having difficulty accessing
learning, strategies will be put in place and the child will be placed upon the ‘monitoring’
section of the school’s Register for Special Educational Needs. Children, at this level, may
well be able to access learning and make progress through the systems put in place in
school, as described. If, however, the needs are considered to be greater, involving outside
agencies or having a significant impact upon learning, the child would be classed as having
‘SEN Support’, on the register. This would involve having a pupil overview profile (POP),
drawn up in consultation with parents, and having regular meetings, to review progress.
Children where multiple agencies are involved will have a CAF assessment (Common
Assessment Framework) with regular TAF (Team around the family) meetings. Some
children, with more profound special educational needs may have an Education, Health and
Care plan (EHCP), previously known as a Statement of Educational Needs.
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How does the school evaluate provision?

The school staff have regular pupil progress meetings to discuss children’s progress and the
effectiveness of additional provision. The head teacher, English/Maths Coordinator and
SENDCo are fully involved in this process. The Standards and Effectiveness Committee of
the Governing Body monitor progress of groups, through the school tracking system,
progress analysis and end of year attainment for each year group. This is reported to the full
Governing Body, along with termly head teacher’s reports, detailing attainment in year
groups and impact of intervention strategies. Each autumn term, staff and governors study
the comparative data of the school’s performance at the end of Early Years’ Foundation
Stage, KS1 and KS2, against national performance indicators. Part of this analysis includes
the progress of pupils with SEND. There is a nominated governor who has specific oversight
of SEND (Mrs Lesley Brookbanks), liaising with staff and coming into school on a regular
basis to monitor provision.

How will I know how well my child is doing and how will the school
help me to support my child’s learning?

Ofsted June 23 — ‘Leaders have considered the important knowledge that pupils should
learn from the Reception Year to the end of key stage 2. They have ensured that teachers
have had the training and support they need to teach the curriculum well. Overall, many
pupils, including those with SEND, achieve well.’

There are termly opportunities for parents to discuss their child’s progress with class
teachers. In the Autumn Term parents are invited to meet and greet sessions with the class
teacher. There are parents’ evenings in October and February and an end of year report
sent out in July. In addition, children on the SEND register will have POPs, which are
reviewed termly at review meetings and new targets set. All parents are encouraged to
make appointments to discuss their child’s progress and development at other times, with
either the class teacher, SENDCo or head teacher as required. Each child receives a
detailed annual written report in July, outlining progress and areas for development. As
stated, the school values parents as partners in their children’s education. All children
receive homework, suitable for their age and ability, which parents are encouraged to
support. This work may reinforce subject matter covered in class or provide other
challenges. Some homework materials have explanatory text to assist parents in working
with their child or work may be supported by documents on the school’s website, eg. Maths
expectations for year groups and resources to support learning at home. If parents would
like to discuss additional ways to support their children’s learning, teaching staff are more
than happy to facilitate this.

How will the curriculum/school organisation be matched to my
child’s needs?

As stated, work is differentiated according to the age and abilities of the children. Any
children, who need more specific support, may have access to a teaching assistant and any
learning/physical aids necessary. This could include colour overlays for visual dyslexia,
printing on coloured paper, access to a computer, use of a reader pen, sensory circuits as
required, ensuring wheelchair/walking frame access throughout the building. Physiotherapy
programmes may be included as part of a PE session or carried out individually, as
required. The curriculum may also be adapted for children with specific physical or medical
needs, on an individual basis. Teaching assistants working within the school have
experience of supporting pupils with a range of additional needs. If necessary, staff have



SEND Information Report 2025-2026

access to specific training, according to need and this is reviewed in light of current needs in
school.

How is the decision made about the type and how much support
my child will receive?

Through the processes outlined above the type and amount of support will be decided upon
an individual basis. This will be prioritised according to the specific needs of each child and
the availability of staff. The school aims to encourage all children to become as independent
as possible in their learning and personal development. Children may receive intensive 1:1
or group support, or a more ‘light touch’ approach at certain times, depending upon the
nature of the task or situation. Parents are kept informed of the nature of such support and
this will be discussed in review meetings.

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom,
including school visits?

All pupils, including those with SEND, have the opportunity to, and encouraged to, become
involved with all aspects of school life. This would include such activities as swimming, PE
and sports, after- school clubs, instrumental tuition, school council, school productions,
school church services and all visits, including the residential visit. This is part of the
school’s inclusion policy and staff work closely with parents to provide suitable opportunities
for each and every child.

Involvement of parents in school

Parents support school in many ways, not only in the education of their children. The school
has an active PTFA, in which parents can be involved in events and activities throughout the
year. Parents are also welcome to offer assistance in school, for example listening to
children read. The class pages and website has access to support lessons, activities and
resources for parents to reinforce concepts and learning at home. Parents are invited to
Phonics training and maths updates for resources as well as changes to curriculum and
approaches when necessary.

How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school
or to transfer to a new setting or next phase of education?

Prior to entry in Reception the school will arrange to meet with parents and visit to any
preschool provision. Discussions with parents are crucial at this stage, particularly with
parents of children who consider that their child may have SEND. School staff may attend
review/TAF meetings in the term prior to starting school and liaise with any other agencies
who may already be involved. If a child joins the school other than at Reception all efforts
will be made to liaise with the previous setting, with records being transferred. The school
has good systems for transfer to KS3 provision, with effective communication and liaison
with local high schools. Meetings are arranged in the summer term, prior to transition to
discuss specific needs of pupils moving to KS3 and where relevant, variations to the
transition programme offered by the Secondary school may be discussed. If a pupil
transfers to a specialist educational setting, visits will be undertaken, often with staff, parents
and then the child, and staff from the setting are invited to come into school to talk to staff
and the child.
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Who can | contact regarding further information?

The school welcomes enquiries from parents and can be contacted upon 01524 791550 or
by emailing the Headteacher at: head@cockerham.lancs.sch.uk.

Lancashire Local Authority also has an extensive website for parents, which can be
accessed here https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/practitioners/supporting-children-and-
families/send/

The website also includes Lancashire’s Local Offer for schools, which the school has
contributed to.

Mrs Kathryn Hutchins — Head teacher
Mrs Rebecca Starr — SENDCo
September 2025
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