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This policy is in line with our school vision – Where a love of learning grows. - Growing in Knowledge, 

Growing in Faith, Growing in God’s Love: I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me 

(Philippians 4:13). 

 
 
 
 



At Cockerham Parochial C E Primary School we strive for excellence and enjoyment in education by 
providing a safe, secure, caring family environment, where all are valued and respected as 
individuals. We will endeavour to enable all children to reach their full potential, whilst growing in 
their love and understanding of the Christian Faith. 
 
At Cockerham Parochial CE Primary School we:  

• Ensure all children have access to a fun and engaging, ambitious and creative curriculum 
that widens their life experiences  

• Develop confident and independent learners with motivation, curiosity and a love of 
learning  

• Ensure all children learn about and demonstrate the Christian Values of: Friendship, 
Courage, Respect, Perseverance, Generosity and Trust and the British Values of: tolerance, 
mutual respect, individual liberty, democracy and rule of law. 

• Endeavour to support the needs of all children while respecting differences including 
gender, ethnicity, religion and ability.  

• Promote well-being and positive mental health awareness through our curriculum to  
develop self-esteem and confidence  

• Nurture, develop and challenge children to be aspirational and secure within themselves in 
order to prepare them for their future. 

 
 
Aims  
English is a core subject in the National Curriculum and at Cockerham Parochial CE Primary School 
we aim to develop pupils’ abilities within an integrated programme of Speaking & Listening, Reading 
& Writing.  Pupils will be given opportunities to use the requirements of English within a broad and 
balanced approach across the curriculum, with opportunities to consolidate and reinforce taught 
skills.  
 
Intent 
At Cockerham Parochial CE Primary School we strive for children to be a ‘Primary Literate Pupil’. By 
the end of KS2 we aim for every child to be able to:  
 

• read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding, orchestrating a range of 
independent strategies to self-monitor and correct.  

• have an interest in books, a range of authors and read for enjoyment.  

• develop confident, independent readers through an appropriate focus on word, sentence 
and text-level knowledge.  

• encourage children to become enthusiastic and reflective readers through contact with 
challenging and lengthy texts. 

• have an interest in words, their meanings; developing a growing vocabulary in spoken and 
written forms.  

• understand a range of text types and genres – be able to write in a variety of styles and 
forms appropriate to the situation.  

• be developing the powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness.    

• have a suitable technical vocabulary to articulate their responses.  

• be able to speak clearly and audibly in ways which take account of their listeners.  

• encourage children to listen with concentration in order to be able to identify the main 
points of what they have heard.  

• enable children to adapt their speech to a wide range of circumstances and demands. 

• develop children’s abilities to reflect on their own and others’ contributions and the 
language used.  



• enable children to evaluate their own and others’ contributions through a range of drama 
activities  

• help children enjoy writing and recognise its value in the world around us.  
  
In this way the subject will contribute to their growth as personal and social beings within a caring 
Christian environment.   
 
Statutory Requirements  
In accordance with the 2014 Primary Curriculum Framework Guidance:  The overarching aim for 
English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping 
pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop their love of 
literature through widespread reading for enjoyment.  
  
Curriculum Organisation    
Early Years Foundation Stage Literacy is taught daily to our EYFS children. Practitioners use the 
Twinkl phonics scheme to plan daily sessions, which allow children in the early stages to learn initial 
graphemes/phonemes, to blend and segment words and to put these skills into practice for both 
reading and writing. Throughout the year children will also be encouraged to write for a purpose 
linked to the class texts and topic and will look at the basic structure of sentences.  
Handwriting is taught discretely following the Letter join scheme and school handwriting policy. 
English is taught discretely through child-initiated play and through a weekly adult led activity. 
Practitioners are trained to see and extend learning opportunities in children’s play. This will include 
writing for a purpose in the continuous provision areas, labelling work the children have created, or 
extending independent writing. Practitioners ensure that there are opportunities for mark making in 
all areas of the learning environment.  All the activities within both child-initiated learning and adult 
led times will be planned based on individual needs and interest and following the EYFS curriculum. 
For children in the final term of Reception this will also support and provide evidence for their end of 
year Foundation Stage Profile.   
In the Foundation Stage (EYFS) children should be given opportunities to:  speak and listen and 
represent ideas in their activities; use communication, language and literacy in every part of the 
curriculum; become immersed in an environment rich in language and possibilities for 
communication. The language-rich environment helps the children to develop their speech and 
language skills. 
Key Stage 1 & 2: The requirements for this subject, as set out in the 2014 National Curriculum (NC), 
are delivered through English lessons, covering aspects of reading, writing and speaking and 
listening.   
Within each class, groups are organised either according to reading and writing ability or in mixed 
ability groups. Initially the groups are based on end of year data and adjusted according to ongoing 
assessments throughout the year.    
Children in key stage one and two have weekly active read sessions and guided reading sessions. 
Every child keeps a Guided Reading Journal.    
Cross curriculum planning aims to provide English lessons with a real purpose and the skills taught 
are both put into practice and consolidated in all other subjects.  
 
 
Key Stage One 
At Key Stage One (Years 1 and 2), children should learn to speak confidently and listen to what 
others have to say. They should begin to read and write independently and with enthusiasm. They 
should use language to explore their own experiences and imaginary worlds.  
The children have daily phonics/spelling sessions and daily handwriting practice following Letter join 
and the school handwriting policy. Grammar is taught alongside all learning in English.  



 
The classroom includes: 

• Working walls showing the teaching sequence.  

• A language rich environment with key vocabulary displayed. 

• Reading areas with engaging resources and challenging texts. 

• Reading scheme books. 

• Writing areas and prompts.  

• Key words to support reading and writing.  

• Topic-based reading books are displayed in class and available for use by all children. 

• Each classroom also has visual reminders of spelling strategies for use in the lesson when 
appropriate.  Each class will display expectations for writing and a writer’s toolkit for each 
new genre.  

Key Stage Two  
At Key Stage Two (Years 3-6), children should learn to change the way they speak and write to suit 
different situations, purposes and audiences. They should read a range of texts and respond to 
different layers of meaning in them. They should explore the use of language and learn how the 
structure of language works.  
 The children are taught grammar alongside all learning in English and complete handwriting lessons 
following Letter join and the school handwriting policy.  
In all classes:  

• Time is allocated for speaking and listening opportunities across the curriculum.  

• Working walls are updated regularly and reflect the current learning and needs of the class 
which will also include spelling, punctuation and grammar resources. 

• English resources available for children to use in lessons.   

• Each classroom also has visual reminders of spelling strategies for use in the lesson when 
appropriate.  

 
Approaches to Phonics Teaching from Reception to Year 2 
Children are grouped within classes according to phonics ability and taught daily. Intervention 
activities are provided for any children not working at the expected level and for children in Year 2 
who have not passed the Phonics Screening in Year 1 and in KS2 who require extra support. Twinkl 
phonics Codebreakers are followed for interventions. 
Phonics in Foundation Stage and KS1 is taught using Twinkl phonics.  
  
APPROACHES TO SPEAKING AND LISTENING  
The National Curriculum for English reflects the importance of spoken language in pupils’ 
development across the whole curriculum. Spoken language underpins the development of reading 
and writing. The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak is a tool for developing 
their vocabulary, grammar and understanding for reading and writing. Teachers must ensure the 
continual development of pupils’ confidence and competence in spoken language and listening skills. 
Pupils should be taught to:   

• listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers  

• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and build vocabulary and knowledge 

• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions  

• give well-structured descriptions and explanations  

• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic 
and initiating and responding to comments  

• use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, 
imagining and exploring ideas  

• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English; participate in 
discussions, presentations, performances and debates 



• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)  

• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of 
others  

 
APPROACHES TO READING  
Independent and individual reading is seen as a crucial aspect of the development of English. (Please 
see Reading policy.) 
Key Stage 1  
Children in the Foundation Stage and Key Stage One follow the Twinkl phonics programme. We 
promote speaking and listening skills, phonological awareness and oral blending and segmenting.   
Core Scheme Books include Twinkl, Bug Club, Project X, Oxford Reading Tree and Big Cat Phonics. 
Both home and guided reading books are directly matched to the focus sounds taught within the 
phonics sessions. 
Children will be expected to read a range of books which are organised phonetically up to the end of 
phase 5 and then are book banded in Year 2 and Key Stage Two. The school actively encourages 
parents/carers to read with their children. A phonics workshop is held annually to support 
parents/carers with strategies used in school and to provide information. Teachers listen to all 
children read throughout the course of the week through independent or guided reading sessions 
and provide extra reading time to those children who find reading difficult. Interventions such as 
Precision Teaching and the Lancashire Better Reading are used to support those working below age 
related expectations. 
 
Key Stage 2   
Children have the opportunity to change books as required during the week.  They will record these 
in their reading records and a record is kept in class reading folders. Children are encouraged to 
complete a short book review to develop inference, deduction and analyse the use of the author’s 
language to establish further understanding of texts.  
 Strategies for the teaching of reading skills include:  

• Shared reading – class novels 

• Guided reading 

• Reading Buddies  

• Independent reading 

• Paired reading 

• Individual reading to teacher/teaching assistant 

• Individual reading to parent 
 
APPROACHES TO WRITING  
Phonics and spelling  
At Cockerham Parochial CE Primary School we believe that phonics and spelling are an important 
aspect of writing. Phonics is taught daily in Foundation Stage and Key Stage One daily and this is 
supported by whole class teaching through English and across the curriculum.  
We use a whole school spelling programme from year 1 to year 6 – Spelling Shed. Spelling is taught 
daily in both KS1 and KS2. Through careful teaching and using specific strategies to develop spelling 
through its stages, we can encourage children to investigate and overcome spelling problems, thus 
becoming more confident writers.  Spelling lists are sent home weekly and practised as homework 
and in class. Spelling quiz scores are tracked and extra support is put in place where needed. 
Types of writing include Emergent writing, Scaffolded Writing, Shared Writing, Guided Writing, 
Independent Writing and Extended writing. 
 
 
 



Handwriting   
Handwriting is introduced in the foundation stage. At Cockerham Parochial Primary School we follow 
the Letter Join scheme and the guidelines of the National Curriculum 2014.  
Children:  

• begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right 
place; form capital letters; form digits 0-9 in Reception. 

• This moves to starting joins using a cursive script in Year 1. 

• By the end of Year 4 children should write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by 
choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding, as part of their 
personal style, whether or not to join specific letters 

• All staff should demonstrate a clear and legible cursive script when writing 
 
APPROACHES TO GRAMMAR    
Grammar is most effective when taught in the context of reading and writing; either in the context 
of the linguistic demands of a particular genre or the writing needs of a child. We take a logical 
approach to the teaching of grammar and believe effective grammar teaching takes place in 
meaningful contexts.  Playing with words, investigations, jokes, and rhymes can all enrich and inform 
grammatical knowledge and understanding and develop a genuine interest in how language works.  
 
VOCABULARY 
All classes are working hard developing vocabulary and deepening understanding. In KS2 index cards 
have been introduced as a way to record new vocabulary extracted from text. These cards are used 
to note definitions and then to revisit new vocabulary on a regular basis. Early Years and KS1 collect 
new vocabulary and practise reading and recalling the meaning of new words. They are also using 
the ‘Mrs Wordsmith’ books to introduce a word of the day every day in EYFS to Year Four. 
 
CONTRIBUTION TO OTHER CURRICULUM AREAS  
English transcends all areas of the curriculum and enables children to access a variety of forms of 
writing. Wherever possible, we develop the application of the skills they learn in English lessons, in 
different contexts and subjects.  Children complete at least two pieces of cross curricular writing 
each half term and this is monitored by the Humanities team. 
 
Planning 
Curriculum planning in English is inspired by the Lancashire planning documentation using their 
progression of text types and skills. Our plans list the specific learning objectives and give details of 
how the lessons are to be taught. 
Each teacher is responsible for the English in their class, in consultation with and with guidance from 
the English subject leader. Each class teacher follows the school policy in order to ensure progression 
of skills and understanding throughout the school. 
 
The headteacher and English subject leader are responsible for monitoring the English planning and 
progression within our school. 
 
 
 
Computing   
We use Computing effectively to enhance the learning of English in class. Children have access to the 
chromebooks where and when appropriate to develop their literacy skills.   
 
 
 



Personal, Social, Health Education, Relationships Policy and Citizenship Education  
The English curriculum is supported through the teaching of Personal, Social and Health Education, 
Relationships and Citizenship. The children are encouraged to discuss or debate issues pertaining to 
their health, well-being and relationships and to express themselves clearly and listen attentively to 
others.    
 
ASSESSMENT AND TARGET SETTING  
 Work will be assessed in line with the Assessment Policy, which ensures implementation of 
assessment for learning, statutory and non-statutory tests, Key Learning in Reading and Writing 
Progression (KLIPS) across a year group, use of Learning and Progression Steps (LAPS) tracking 
systems and intervention.   
In addition to Year 2 and Year 6 statutory tests, Years 3 to 5 take non-statutory tests in Reading and 
SPAG.  
Teachers assess children’s work in English in three phases. The short-term assessments that teachers 
make as part of every lesson help teachers to adjust their daily plans. Teachers match these short-
term assessments closely to the teaching objectives. They use medium-term assessments to 
measure progress against the key objectives, and to help them plan for the next unit of work. This is 
in the form of independent writing assessments, which are assessed against KLIPS.   
For children on the SEND register, information is gathered from a variety of assessments, depending 
on the needs of the children, and is used to inform the SENDCO and class teacher of the children 
who may need specific targets on their Individual Pupil Plans.  The information is also useful when 
planning and when completing provision mapping. 
 
 INCLUSION  
Teaching English to children with Special Educational Needs & Disabilities (SEND).  At our school we 
teach English to all children, whatever their ability. English forms part of the school curriculum policy 
to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Through our English teaching we provide 
learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We do this by setting suitable 
learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs. Assessment against the National 
Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress against expectations.  When 
progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have SEND. Our assessment 
process looks at a range of factors – classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, and a 
variation of input, resources and adult led support – so that we can take some additional or different 
action to enable the child to learn more effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the 
child’s needs.  Intervention through ‘support’ both with teaching assistants and the class teacher will 
lead to the creation of a Pupil Overview of Provision for children with SEND. The overview may 
include, as appropriate, specific targets relating to English.     
Children working at a greater depth will be identified, and suitable learning challenges provided. 
Equal Opportunities: All children are provided with equal access to the English curriculum. We aim to 
provide suitable learning opportunities regardless of gender, ethnicity or home background.   
  
  



ROLE OF THE SUBJECT LEADER  
The subject leader should be responsible for improving the standards of teaching and learning in 
English through: 

• monitoring and evaluating English through monitoring pupil progress, evaluating the provision 
of English (including intervention and support programmes) and looking at the quality of the 
learning environment and pupil’s work 

• taking the lead in policy development  

• auditing and supporting colleagues in their CPD 

• purchasing and organising resources  

• keeping up to date with recent English developments 
 
PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT  
Cockerham Parochial CE Primary School believes that the active support and involvement of parents 
is crucial to children achieving their potential in all aspects of the English curriculum.  Parents will be 
actively encouraged to read with their children, discuss their books with them and help them when 
practising spelling and writing at home.  Spelling Shed offers online games linked to weekly spellings 
and all children have their own individual login details to log on in school and at home. The emphasis 
will be on ensuring that parents appreciate that success in reading, spelling and writing unlocks 
success in other aspects of the curriculum and in life generally and on showing parents how they can 
help and support their children in this crucial area.  Parents will receive a detailed annual report on 
their child’s progress in English. Targets are shared at Parents’ Evenings. Full reports are completed 
before the end of the summer term and parents are given opportunity to discuss their child’s 
progress on three separate occasions. 
An annual book week is held in school to celebrate reading and writing. Parents/Carers are invited to 
participate in lots of exciting activities and workshops alongside their children. We often have a 
visiting or online author event to engage and inspire children in reading and writing. 
 
THE GOVERNING BODY  
Termly reports are made to the governors on the progress of English provision. School Governors 
work closely with the school to develop the School Improvement Plan. Regular meetings are held 
with the English Subject Leader and English Governor for school as part of the monitoring cycle in 
school. 
  
Summary  
This policy also needs to be in line with other school polices and therefore should be read in 
conjunction with the following school policies: Reading Policy, Teaching and Learning Policy, 
Marking, Feedback, Assessment and Handwriting Policy, Special Educational Needs Policy, ICT Policy 
Equal Opportunities Policy and the Health and Safety Policy  
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